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IO thoſe Gentlemen whoſe ingportunity allured away a 
copy of the enſuing diſcourſe for the preſs, and whoſe 
generoſity has defrayed the expence of publication, its au- 
thor begs leave to dedicate the performance. 


He thinks himſelf favored, indeed, in having men whoſe 
judgment he reveres---whoſe taſte 1s refined, and who are 
among the firſt of thoſe whoſe approbation he is ſtudious to 
enj joy---whoſe friendſhip he is den to deſerve, N 
ige its reception. | 
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* ECCLESIASTES IX. 7th. 


— 


a merry beart—, 
* > 


O thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with 


CC T HAT 1 intend. But does the ſcripture incul- 
] _ cate my reſolution ?---I could wiſh to hear the 


I liberty explained: -I fear it is ironical.” It is 


not ; but the text is ſerious in th it which it enjoins. 


The other part of the verſe is the reaſon upon which the 


command is founded, for GOD now axcepteth thy works 2 
the meaning of which is, He now bleſſes your exertions, 


He proſpers your undertakings, he ſucceeds your deſigns, 
therefore improve his gifts with joy.” GOD now accepteth 


thy works cannot be applied in a ſpiritual ſenſe, i, e. He 


_ approveth of your perſon, he is pleaſed with your conduct | 


as a moral agent ; and fince you are intereſted in his love, 
and are ſure of heayen you may now take pleaſure in worldly 
enjoyments: at leaſt it cannot be confined under ſo limited 
a conſtruction; but it immediately refers to the ſmiles .of 
Gop's proyidence, to his crowning our labors with his loving 
e 5 . © 


In the book of Eccleſiaſtes, nunkind ce conſidered in two 


points of light, —as moral agents, and as rational beings whoſe 
preſent ſtate of exiſtence is frail whoſe preſent enjoyments 


are iranſitory.---The Preacher gives them directions with re- 

gard to their conduct in both reſpe&s :—how they may ſecure 

their future peace, and how they muſt improve the enjoyments 

of this life, if they would be happy in them ; n 
| | | ” e 


| refined. | | 
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that the conſtruction upon the words which are the ſubje& of 
this diſcourſe, is juſt, muſt follow; for, eat thy bread with 


joy muſt have reference to an improvement of temporal bleſ- 


a V 


ſings. Ce Ws go 
The text is liable to abuſe : 


drink thy wine with a 


merry heart, i. e."<* be as gay as I pleaſe,” ſays ſome light 


mind; but it does not j4/7ify, much leſs enjoin any indulgen- 


cies, which are inconſiſtent, either with reaſon, or religion; 


for as mankind are a rational and an accountable ſpecies, it 


is neceſſary that their eee, the marks of propri- 


ety and dignity, and that their recreations be innocent and 


* 


* — 


Upon this occaſion I truſt that none will think it unſuita- 


ble, to conſider the manner in which we ought to improve 
the bleſſings of e e parnnienty: thoſe for which we 
s. My text wil 


have aſſembled to give th 1 lead me to 
dwell, principally, upon this; but in its connexion it ſuggeſts 


another idea, which may well be brought into view, ſo that 
—as general as 


I could wiſh to have my DocrRIxR 


this, 


of whoſe labors he approves, to improve his gifts with, joy, 
to make uſe of them in a manner which will afford them the 
moſt real happineſs. | LE Ts 

It is the duty of all, who are proſpered in any degree. This 
is implied in the text: eat thy bread ;—they who have only 
bread, or what is barely neceſſary to lite, muſt improve that 


with joy; and they who have wine, who are bleſs d with the 
conveniencies of a higher ſtation, muſt uſe them with a merry 


heart. | 


I would diſcourſe upon the doctrine under three heads, , 


of which the | 


Iſt. will be, That when the labors of any are attended with > 
ſucceſs, it is owing to the bleſſing of GO: r GOD now 
acceptetb thy works. | 1 7 


I would conſider Re 5 . 

IIdly. What is implied in the exhortation, eat thy bread 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart. _ = 
| IIIdly. 


be owned by all who peruſe the book impartisſly, and if fo, 


That it is the duty of all whom the Almighty proſpersþ—all 5 


Ek 


1 


IIIdly. That it is the duty of all whom Providence ſuc- 
 ceeds, thus to improve their proſperity. x. 
The diſcourſe will conclude with an application of the 
ſabject-.": The EL 00 oe OS 


-. Iſt. . Obſervation which invites your attention is, That when 
any are ſucceeded in their labors, 5 in their purſuits 
it is owing to the bleſſing of Gop':---GOD now Soca 
thy: works,” 7 5 | LY 
Though this truth be ſo obvious, the idea ſo familiar, yet 
it is but ſeldom, and then but faintly realized. All have need 
to | reminded of it, and, particularly, is it of importance 
upon this anniverſary of praiſe. _ 15 
Mankind have ſome ſenſe of their obligations to Gow for 
ſignal interpofitions in their favor; but they take but little 
- notice of his common providence. They on themſelves 
indebted to his care when they have been protected from any 
ſurpriſing danger, when they have been preſerved in a ſitu- 
ation in which others have fallen, — when they have been 
reſtored from diſeaſes which to others have been fatal; but a 
continuance of their lives, while others are in health, they 
impute to the purity of the air,---to ſome favors in their 
conſtitution, or to ſome circumſtances in their natural ſitua- 
tion, ſeparately from the idea of the providence of. Gop.— 
And though they may acknowledge the goodneſs of Gor in 
_ ſupplying them, while others are deſtitute, and in providing 
for them beyond their proſpects; yet they look no higher 
than the clouds, no further than the /un to find the reaſons 
why they have the neceſſaries of life in thoſe ſeaſons in which 
. Gop cauſes the earth to yield ber increaſe. And though they 
may acknowledge the goodneſs of Gop in ſilencing the din, 
in ſoothing the diſtreſs of war; though they may own his 
hand when it leads them from the dreadful field whoſe air 
is ſmoke, whoſe day is flaſhing flame, whoſe thunders wing a 
thouſand bolts, whoſe ſurface ſtreams in blood :—though they 
may ſee his hand when it leads them from ſo fatal a ſituation, 
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nation, who can conveniently commence hoffiliciey: 


them. But the Preacher had ideas different from del, 5 
GOD now accepteth thy worte: every ſucceſsful under- 


taking is an evidence of his goodneſs. Though the attain» 


ment may be an end of which your exertions were the 


mean, yet it is his gift, you are indebted to him for it as 


a favor. All thoſe bleſſings, which appear to have a cauſe 


in nature are beſtowed by him, if not in an immediate, yet 


in his way. He has eſtabliſned the connexion between cauſes 
and effects, and it is owing to his ſuperintendency, that any 
means are attended with agreeable confequences. He has 


the control of all things,---the direction of every favor :— 
if you 2 your health, it is becauſe he hath commiſſioned 


no diſeaſe to ſeize your feelings, or to weſte your bloom 5—If 
the fields yield their increaſe, it is becauſe he hath ſaid, that, 
while the earth remains, ſeed-time and barveſi--ſhall not ceaſe, 
and orders the ſeaſons accordingly ; and if you enjoy your 


Uberties, it is becauſe he hath not ſaid d, of his ſwords, 
awake. So that Gop is the author-all, Lf c 


ommon, as well 
as ſingular,--of fated, as well as occaſtonal mercies : no works 


Proſper, but thoſe which he accepteth, no bleſſings are en» 


Joyed, but thoſe which he beſtows. / 
This brings us to the next general head which is to conſider 


TIdly. What is implied in the exhortation, Eat thy bread 5 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart. _ XD 
This will be a complicated enquiry, for the terms bread ; 

and wine may include all temporal rw? Ng thoſe which are 
neceſſary, as bread ; and thoſe which are convenient, as. wine, 
agreeably to a fimilar paſſage in the rvth Pſalm, in the 7th, 
verſe of which thoſe, whoſe temporal ſituation is, in every 
reſpect, proſperous, are deſcribed, Their corn, aud wine and oil 
increaſeik There muſt be various ſenſes, then, to our text: 
we will conſider it ; 
iſt. In its /iteral meaning. In this it teaches us, that 
perſons ſhould cheerfully make that uſe of their intereſt which 
neceſſity, or reaſon requires :---that none . ſhould deprive _ 
themſelves of the uſe 0 worldly bleſſings, when they have 
them in their poſſeſſion, * from a fear chat _ ſhall need 


them, 


U 


T 97 
them, in future, and thus, in the midſt of abundance, ſuffer 
that want which they dread. To be more particular: 
the exhortation implies „ 
Firſt. That we upply our own neceſſities from our intereſt : 

U 


E that we make it ſubſer vient to our own happineſs. 


It * as Tug. our text were originally addreſſed 7 
C 


to one, deſponding under the apprehenſion, that his nece 
expences aol Se OT : * What ſhall I 901 
E tremble whenever my appetite requires the uſe of any 
part of my intereſt, leſt I ſhould be unable to replace that 
which it conſumes : -I can take no comfort in my wine, 
when I conſider how much it coſts, and the uncertainty 
hether my eſtate will always ſupport me in the uſe of it. 
Io this diſtreſſed perſon the Þ | | 
eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry 
heart : © Your uneaſineſs is irrational: you have no cauſe 
to fear expences which the neceſſity of your ſituation demands, 
which the dignity of your ſtation requires; but you may, 
without the leaſt reluctance,” diſpoſe of your money, when 


any thing is wanting, which is neceſſary to your ſubſiſtence, 
)))) £5: ER 


Secondly. That we be ſuitably ready to relieve the wants of 


As ſuch are dependent, it is neceſſary that they be ſupplied, 
or aſſiſted from the wealth of others: — and from the ſame 

principles that we may anſwer, with joy, our own deſires, we 

may give, with pleaſure, to ſuch. | | 


« at \ 


Reaſon tells the moſt anxious, and avar itious wiſer, that 
he muſt beſtow ſomething upon himſelf :---the ſame reaſon 


teaches him, that others are ſubjects of ſimilar neceſſities ; 


* 


and may he not relieve ſuch, when they are dependent on his 


aſſiſtance, from the ſame principles from which he ſupplies 
himſelf ?—There is only this difference, with reſpect to his 


own perſon, he not only knows that he has wants; but he 


Feels the neceſlity of their being ſupplied : whereas he does 


not fee] the neceſſities of others; but only knows that they 
are in need : ene if he conduct under the influ- 
ence of reaſon, and not of feeling, will he not be as ready 
5 1 * * * ; » ; 


: by 


reacher ſays, Go thy way, 


RL c—_—_——— OR 


Sw } 

to adminiſter to theſe, as to his own 
what my text enjoins :—it forbids our repining at ſuch ex- 
FF -— - Itamplics „„ „ 


Thirdly. That we ſhould not heſitate to anſwer any rational 


and reaſonable demands upon our eſtates :—not barely private 
debts ; but any expences which the intereſt of government, 


or the inſtitutibns of religion require: that we be not afraid 


of impoveriſhing ourſelves, by ſupporting the exiſtence, and 


even the dignity of both, EE: 
This may be inferred from the ſame principles from which 


we relieve the poor, and, conſequently, the ſame from which 


x 


we ſupply our own wants. 


The wealth of ſociety is in the hands of individuals who 


compoſe it; and government is dependent on them for its 
ſupport ; nor has Gob ſeen fit, that mankind ſhould enjoy 
his inſtitutions, without expence. When either of | theſe, 
then, require any part of their eſtates, it is their duty to 
beſtow it, and whenever this is the caſe, they may do it with 
cheerfulneſs; — they may thus eat their hᷣread with joy, ' 


wants — And this is 


— 


We may obſerve, that out text enjdins only a rational, it 


encourages only a prudent uſe of our intereſt t—it is, if nat 


as great, yet as certainly a ſin, to be laviſh, as contracted: 


and while drink thy wine, with a merry heart, would diſſuade 
us from the alarming apprehenſions of the covetous, eat thy 
bread with joy, would bind us from the inconfiderate profuſion 
of the /pendthrift, Nor does the command direct an indi- 
vidual, to beſtow his intereſt upon every ſubject of expence 
that comes within his knowledge; but only to uſe it as 


neceſſity requires, as reaſon enjoins, and then, without 


regret. , 


— 


2dly. The text may be applied to our ſocial ronduf?, As 
bread and wine are expreſſive of all temporal bleſſings, they 


muſt include thoſe of a ſocial nature. | 


That the preacher meant his exhortation ſhould extend to 
theſe, is more than probable from what he ſays the verſe 
bur one after, five joyfully with the wife whom thou loveſt—: 
„ge not anxious in your friendſhip j-»-þe not jealous of 


thols 


* 
. . . 
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thoſe whom you eſteem, If they; with whom you are con- 
nected, have ſome tailings, yet be not ſevere, but candid to 
them, Lou muſt not expect perfection here, and ſince you 


are obliged to reſide with the iperfef, enjoy their virtues. 


and oer looꝶ their faults, This is the language, of eat thy 
bread with joy, when applied in this Pr Og bd 
. Drink thy wine with à merry. beart, likewiſe allows us 
the innocent entertainments of ſociety :+--perhaps to tread tlie 
amuſing floor, as well as to enjoy the cheerful circle; but 
the other part of the verſe regulates our diverſions, for, 
eat thy bread with joy forbids an unſuitable mirth :—nor 
will either part of the paſſage ju/tify that giddy levity, which 
intoxicates the frolickſome heart, or countenance thoſe wil 
careers into which the inconfiderate are hurried ; but; the 
text, while it raiſes us above a melancholy ſcupidity, would 
reſtrain us from being frantic, and enjoins, that we bg 
 Seaately happy, and agreeably cheerful, 


Zdly. The exhortation has reference to our civil liber: 
ties and privileges. Theſe are temporal bleſſings, and eat 
thy bread with joy, as it reſpects theſe, implies, that we 
be not too ſuſpicious of an infringement upon our rights; 


that we do not look upon every concefton, which is ne- 


ceſſary to the good of ſociety, as a prelude to total ſubjection; 
nor think, that inveſting rulers with ſuitable powers, is 
forming them into tyrants; but, that we place ſuitable con- 
fidence in thoſe, whom we have choſen that Providence 


_ ſhould place over us. 
- Jealouſy in ſociety, is the ſame as coyetouſneſs in our 


expences : neither of which can, upon any principles, be 


juſtified ; —and as there is, likewiſe, ſuch a thing as being 
— 23 + 7 ou 
Aud a time to dance, Eccleſ. 3. 4. The author acknowicuges, that 
the liberty of dancing is more frequently abiſea, than any with which we 
are indulged that the exerciſe is more commonly unſuitabliy attended, than 
any to which there is a ſeaſon, It is Mes under no kind of regulation 
it is confined to 20 hours, and it is 700 often donſidered, not barely as an 
amuſement from care, or a ſocial entertainment; but as à licence to inconſi- 
derate mireh, if not to indecent indulgencies. _ SY 
+ Tt would not be flange, then, if ſome Gould conclude, from the conſe 
' quences to which & is abuſed, that the exerci/e, in 3t/eff, was centurayuur- 
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attentive to our privileges. 


profuſe with wealth, ſo there is a danger in being too ins 


Upon the whole, it appears, that it 1s the deſign of our 


text, to guard men from extremes, with reſpect to every 


ſublunary enjoyment. They muſt be prudent, but not 
covetous : not laviſh, yet liberal. They muſt be ſedate, 
without being dull, and cheerful, yet not to Jevity. They 
muſt exerciſe diſcernment, without being captious or ſevere + 
they mult be gautious, yet not Suſpicious « confident, and yet 
attentive. a ? | = 
The laſt general head may now, with propriety, be brought 
into view, which is F | 
2 


* * 


IIIdly. That it is the duty of all, whom Providence 
ſucceeds, thus to improve their proſperity. Go thy way, 
eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart, 
for GOD now accepteth thy works. The Oy 

iſt. Reaſon I would offer in ſupport of this will be, 


that it. is the deſign of Providence in the beſtowment of 


favors that they ſhould be thus improved. 
He does not give us riches that they May ſhine in our 
coffers, or be laviſhly ſquandered :—he does not guard the 


| harveſt from mildew in the field that it may moulder in our 


graneries: nor does he give that flavor to the cluſters on 
the vine, in order that their juice may turn ſour in our caſks ; 
but he is pleaſed when his bleſſings are ſuitably improved. 
I might further add, that he has not continued our : ſocial 
capacities that we might be uneaſy and jealous, or ſtupid 
in our relations :—nor does he bleſs a nation with civil 
liberties to diſtreſs individuals with the fear of looſing them; 


but he wills that all our privileges ſhould be happily en- 


2d. Reaſon in favor of my text is, that unleſs we eat 

our bread with jey—uſe our bleſſings in the manner which 

that enjoins, they will be of no advantage. _ | 

his is the only way in which they can be improved: 

particularly thoſe of wealth. From the ſame reaſon that 

we reſerve to-day the uſe of that which might be now 
| e N enjoyed, 


joyed. The 


[ 3 f 


enjoyed, we ſhall to-morrow, and to the end of life: 


for if we do not improve a bleſſing, when we have it in 
. our poſſeſſion, for fear it will be needed in future, when 


the time, in which we propoſe to enjoy it, arrives, we ſhall, 


for the fame reaſon, defer it to another: and thus all that 


part of our intereſt; which ought to be devoted to preſent 


purpoſes, to our 9w# convenience—to the relief of the 


Poor, or the advantage of community, will be entirely 


uſeleſs.---And ſhould a perſon conclude it to be neceſſary 
to reſerve all his eſtate for an here ter, his wealth might 


take its reſt, till it ſhould ſucceed to wiſer heirs, till which 


time it would be, in all reſpects, unprofitable. 


Zaly. We ſhould eat our bread with joy, and drink our 
doine with a merry heart, becauſe we have no reaſon to be 
anxious: — for | | | an 


* 
— 


iſt. Gop, who has bleſſed our bord 0 * 


us with mercies, is ever the ſame, and we have equal 


reaſon to hope, that he will proſper us hereafter, as we 
had to expect the ſucceſs, with which we have already 
been favored :—at leaſt, we have more reaſon to expect 
his bleſſing, if we ſuitably improve his gifts, than if we 
negle& the uſe of them. e 

2dly. We have no reaſon to be anxious, becauſe life 
is uncertain. © - | 


Me know not whot a day may bring forth ; why, then, 


ſhould any deprive themſelves of a reaſonable and com- 


fortable uſe of Gop's gifts, for the ſake of enjoying them 


at a time, to which it is ſcarcely probable that they will 
6 Woe” | 1 
_zdly. Can any juſtify a covetous reſerve of the bleſſings 
with which they are intruſted, from the deſire of leaving 
them to be improved by their heirs, for none know to 
whom their eſtates will ſucceed. e 
Were a perſon certain that his wealth would be inherited 


by a lovely child, who would gratefully improve it, there 


would be ſome reaſon in his eating the bread of carefulnęſs, 


and his fatigue, his toil, his anxious prudence he might 


view 


[ 14 4 : 


view as in ſome degree compenſated, though he ſhould 


never enjoy, in his own perſon, the affluence which his. 
labors acquired, his concern ſecured ;---But this is very. 


uncertain. No man can know his Heir, whether he will 


be a /on, or a ſtranger :---a wiſe man, or a fool *, Man- 
kind, ſucceſſively, are liable to death, and property in 


conſequence of it, to the moſt unexpected changes. How 


frequent are the inſtances, in which an eſtate very ſuddenly 
forſakes the hands into which it was willed :- -and how 
much more common, till, are thoſe, of its being improved 


in a manner, very different from that which its feſfator 


* 


expected ! How many, could they return from their | 


would have. the mortification to find, that they had ſpent 
their lives in anxiety and toil, and had denied themſelves 
every expence, but thoſe which were barely neceſſary, in 
order that they might lay up an eſtate for how profiigate, 


who, while he is ſupported in his pleaſures by their exer- 


tions, curſes their covetouſneſs and ridicules their induſtry ! 
How. many who have been deaf to the language of need, 
who have reſided by the ſhelter of Poverty and have fre- 
quently caſt a glance into its half-ſtripp'd abode and beheld 
the ravenous aſpect, and the ſtill more ghaſtly glare of hunger, 
and the ſhivering limbs of ragged nakedneſs, and then have 
gone to their wardrobe, and ſealed the door,---to their 


coffers, and made them doubly ſecure, could they return 


would find, that all this was only to introduce ſome wretch 


to the card-table :---that they filed, feared, ſuffered, ſaved 


to heap up an eſtate for ſome diſſolute heir to ſeat upon 

the wings of hazard to——vaniſh away 5 
In this view, from the uncertainty of our ſucceſſor, 

from our ignorance of the improvement he may make of 


our intereſt does it not appear, that that man conducts 


wiſely who not only eats his bread with joy; but drinks 


his cine with a merry heart ? Beſides, is not the perſon 


as much to blame, who neglects to improve the gifts of 


Providence for the ſake of leaving them to a fool, as though 
he, himſelf, ſhould expend them upon thoſe ends to which 


the fool will apply them? f 


„ Eccl. 11. 18, 19. 


The 


b N „ 
* The laſt argument I would mention in favor of the duty 


Athly. That a compliance with it is neceſſary to the 
| happineſs of all who are intereſted in it :---to our own--- 
to that of the poor, and to the well-being of ſociety. *® - 
What is wealth to thoſe who fear, that every expence 
will bring them to want :--«that every little nothing which 
is beſtowed on charitable, or that any larger ſum which 
is applied to general purpoſes, will make a tearful vacancy 
in their property ! Who look upon units in their expen- 
ditures, to be a reduction of thouſands in their capital! 


How can the poor be relieved, or government, or religion 


Ma 8 this diſpoſition !---Or what is liberty, while 
thoſe who enjoy it are continually apprehenſive of its loſs !--- 
Or what is friend ip with jealouſy !— © i 


Faving conſidered each part of the text, we may now, 


with judgement, form a comment upon the whole, which 

will be, doubtleſs, this, -that mankind ſhould view all 
things as in the hands of Gop,---and that, from a ſenſe of 
his goodneſs, of their own frailty, and of the uncertain nature 
of worldly bleſſings they ought with joy to improve his gifts. 
That none ſhould ever indulge anxiety ;---neither about their 
future ſupport, nor under the-preſent expences to which they 
are called, either by their own wants,---or the neceſlities of the 


po or the good of community; but that they ſhould cheer- 


fully reſign what ſuch demands require, if they have it in their 
| power ; as cheerfully as they eat their own bread, and drink 
their own wine: and that this happy temper, - -this diſin- 
tereſted diſpoſition ought to extend to all. their concerns, 
ought to be exerciſed in all their relations, and with regard 


fo all temporal emoymentss To 
| InapRovE the ſubject, we wil! 
- 1ſt. Conſider an idea which the text, itſelf, and many of 


the obſervations whick have been made have indire&ly 
OD — ſuggeſted ; 
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we be truly religious. )JJJJCCCCVVVVVV et 8 
The advice which the Preacher gives us is fatal, and 


there is ſomething very ſtriking in the -indulgence ':=--go 
. thy way---eat thy bregd---and drink thy wine you may 


well enjoy them---nor need you mourn. the loſs of bleſſings 
which you have improved. „ 

Flas the tear never been called into your eye, when you 
have heard a Phyſician ſay to ſome nurſe, Let the fick man 

have what he wants: indulge him in his deſires:— 
nothing can retard his death, and therefore nothing can 
injure him ſo much as his own anxicty :---ſtudy then 
3 feelings, and give him any thing for which he. has a 

8 _— ; | . a | : ; : . I 

How melancholy is the liberty, particularly, if the perſon 
who receives the indulgence imputes it, not to his being 
a dying man ; but to his having recovered beyond the 
danger of gratifying his appetite yet this is, in one ſenſe; 
the language in which our text addreſſes us,---Go thy way, 
eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry 
heart :---< improve the bleſſings of Providence in the manner 
which is neceſſary to your preſent happineſs :---they are 
not laſting. in their nature, and ye, yourſelves, are frail :--- 
ſhould you negle& them now, you may never derive any 
comfort, or advantage from them.” In this view does it 
not appear of importance, that we be intereſted in 'higher 
blefings than any upon which the /n looks down :---in 
more durable treaſures than any which time can meaſure? 
or we are immortal, we muſt live beyond the grave: 
---and could we be happy in the. other world, provided 
we could eſcape puniſhment, without any bleſſings, without 
any agreeable circumſtances. in our ſituation, when it re- 


quires ſo many to make a ſhort .continuance in this, ſup- 


> 


portable ? . 
May we not, while we are permited joyfully to improve 
the tranſitory bleſſings of this frail ſtare, like the languiſh- 


| ing man, who, while he is allowed, to gratify the feelings 


appetite, looks back upon life :---may we not, like 


1 


| Mn, too fondly indulge the idea that” Tug happineſs | „% 
laſting; but may we realize the neceſſity of being intereſted 
in that which will pur gladugſs into our hearts, when corn, 
WET and vi ſhall no mote enicreaſe; 
| "How many are the obligations under which, we 
we lad to Gop, in having ſo much reaſon to ear our 
' with joy, and drink our wine with a merry heart? 

Each one of us may comply with the exhortation, not 
pi from the general conſiderations which have been men- 
tioned; But from almoſt every other: 

Whoſe works, of us preſent; has not GOD accepted 
who has not been ſucceeded in labor, and pro: pered in 
buſineſs ? Gop has lik&wife bleſſed us in our ſocial rela- 
tions: How many, and how engaging are the {= wy ee 
of thoſe wham we ſtile our friends I Who, may I not 

ſay, has more àgrecable, or more worthy connexions, than 
thoſe which we are permitted to form ?—We ſhould ſoon 
find durſelves loſt in the goodneſs of ' Go, © ſhould we 
t ts trace it only through our private circumſtan- 
could we only conſider how frequently he has in- 

in our favor; and in how many reſpects we are 
diſtinguiſhed from others: how, then, ſhall we 

bon, = to feel all our obligations to him, when we turn 
our attention to his goodneſs to the ſociety of which we 
8 to this City, to the State, and to our 

ou * 
- 1 cauſed ke earth to dring N plentifully :— 
he has, indeed, - proſpered the work of our hands ;—he 

—has ſucceeded our deſigns —he has vifited us with no ; 

* evils ; but has bleſſed ” with almoſt every fayor,---indul- 
ged us with almoſt every Pome while our ſwords 
remain in plow Pares, there is proſperity in our borders, 
and health in our habitations,---well, then, may our boſoms 

be compoſed, and well they we eat our bread with joy. 

Particularly are we under obligations to Gop, in this 
22 fox our religious advantages :---for the goſpel, and 
that its Noctrines are hed,---its inſtitutions eſtabliſhed 
in our land : · and fc FRO favorable 1 ag 
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Which we are indulged, of ſecuring treaſures which can 
never <wafte,---privileges which can never ceaſe- which we 


ſhall never leave: and thus, while the bleſſings of a 


future world are offered to our acceptance, we have a 


ſtill higher inducement not to be anxious in any earthly 


concerns; but to eat our bread with joy. a = 


Nor have we any. cauſe to be rig that we ſhall, 


hereafter, be leſs happy, than we have n to be at 
preſent; tor, 


Perhaps none have brighter projpets, than thoſe to > which 
we may look: forward. 
As individuals, it is true, we "Law... not e, is | before 


 vs,---life is uncertain ;z---but as a Society-r-particularly, a8 
a Nation we may form more ſubſtantial. hopes. 


As the Almighty has made our country his peculiar 


Care, will he ever leave it ?---Have we not, rather, reaſon - 
to look forward and behold it, under his ſmiles, riſing, 
by the ſwifteſt degrees, to the ſummit of. national great- 
neſs? As its territory is extenſive,---its ſoil. ſo. fertile,--- 
its ſeaſons ſo agreeable, its climates ſo ſalubrious, and as 
it has all thoſe civil and religious privileges which greatneſs, 
or virtue require, may we not behold. our ſhores crowded 


with emigrants from realms leſs happy than our own :--- 
may we not behold our ſea-port, and other commercial 
towns Bearing not only the name, enjoying not only the 
privileges; but riſing into the greatneſs of cities, while 
intermediate villages, - commodiouſly and pleaſantly popu- 
lous, appear in. all the charms of rural beautge, and We 


under the arts of induſtry. 


May we not look forward, and behold thoſe — gd 
wilds which. ag the ran of ſavages, falling before our 
advancing ſettlements, till thoſe tracts of deſart bloſſom lite 
the ro/e,--- and till its groves are formed into the facial 


dwelling, or the ſacred temple, and till we hear theſe 
ecchoing to che voice of | joy, reſounding with the bann 
of Praiſe. 


Thus may we not proceed, till the weſtern. Ss 


framing to Aying navies, ſalutes our ſenſes,---and till we 
behold 


—_ 


E * 
| behold i its borders equally populous, pleaunt and hour : 


ing with our own. 

Behold America thus bleſſed 1---Behold her under cul- 
tivation !---Behold her rivalling the bloom of Eden 
her meadows ' clothed in verdure :---her paſtures graced 
with frantic herds,---her ſtreets * with | ſportive flocks 

. her orchards bending with their modeſt treaſures to the 
6 loweſt ſtretch of childten, - -and her heavy harveſts droop- 
| ing to the reaping-cradle ;---while her cities riſe in finiſhed 
1 || greatneſs, and aſtoniſh the admiring eye ;---or fill the car 
- with the tolling tones, or folemn chimes. of efembling wor- 
- tj 

Fihen may This be great, and may your ſons be kings, 
and rieſts to GOD ! 

Thus, from every dn of a temporal nature, 
may you conclude, that you may eat your bread with jay: 
And under what obligations are we laid to Gop in 
being bleſſed in ſuch a manner, as that we have ſo much 
reaſon to comply with the exhortation !---Is not a tribute 
of praiſe moſt juſtly due to HIM, who has thus loaded 
us with his mercies ?---And is not HE entitled to our 
thanks, who will make America an , habitation of his mercies, 
—an 4 2 of the moſt important privileges, and the 
flower of the world ? | 

Leih propriety is this day devoted to a confideration 
of his Res an acknowledgement of his favors, and 
_— le ſhall we be if we do not always live to his 

raiſe 
: Idly. Fs it che duty of all thoſe whoſe labors Go 
accepteth to enjoy their proſperity ;---to improve his os 
as their happineſs requires,--as their reaſon dictates ?--- | 
permit me, then, to ſay to you, Go thy way, cat thy bread 
with joy, and drin thy wine with. a merry heart. 

Be, hereafter, ſober and cheerful in your enjoyments ; 
and may your pleaſures be elevated and refined Nor 
will you eat your bread with joy, unleſs you attend to the 
| depengent poor,--unlels 85 pity their n and 

relieve 
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» Plalm CXLIV. 13. 
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relieve their needs, not barely when they pine with hunge 
but when they are ſhivering under the inclemencies 
the preſent ſeaſon, without raiment, or fuel. 
" Nor wil you. drink your wine with 4 merry: er, while 


* 


any important intereſt needs your liberality, and ſuffers, 
apparently from your concern for yourlelves.---In all: ſuch. 
ſenſes may you comply with the exhortation in the text; 
́; permait mes. 890, 10 (AY, , 067 ſhy bread 
th jy. oy e e en 


imagine, that you are not ſufficiently liberal to gute f 
5 3 as: 


. 7 . 
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Gop ſhould diſhonor his worſhip ? 8 3 
Is this a ſuitable return to HIM to whom you are in- 
debted for all your enjoyments,---and but for whoſe bleſ. 
ſing upon your labors, you never could haye proſpered? 
Nor am I pleading only for the Honor of religion; but 
for your own intereſt ;---for how rapidly dees Society de- 
generate, when the worſhip of Gop. is n and it 
always will be neglected by ſome, where there is ſuch an 
inconvenience reſpecting its exerciſes. Theſe will haye 
influence on others, and ſqon,--before. we are aware, not 
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Be ad, then, to 3 wich the os which the 


text inculcates, in this one, — this neceſſary,--this 1 important 
F 
Under a belief that ibis is your determination I am happy 
in reſyming a more general topic by ſaying, go your way, 
my friends, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine 
with @ merry heart, in all the other ſenſes in which the 
exhortation has been explained,---and 
Be led by the uncertainty of terreſtial enjoyments to 
look aboye. When you eat your bread and find, that when 
it is improved, it's gone : that earthly comforts, which 
you once enjoy, return no more, realize, that you were 
not made immortal to be happy in any bleſſings which 
decay,---and aſpire ta thoſe which are ſubſtantial :---and 
when, hereafter, you indulge yourſelves in the innocent 
amuſements of the ſocial, the friendly, or the cheerful circle, 
conſider the importance of being Candidates for the ſociety 
above of being intereſted in the Saviour's merit, ſince, 
| if you be not, you muſt fake up your abode in that place, 
in which joy and friendſhip are ſtrangers, and in which 
there is no concg.d ;---but the thrill of groans, and grating 
blaſphemies ! 
Be induced to look upon all your enjoyments and pri- 


vileges 1 in this light n to improve them as the ſubject, 
to 


. * - 
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to which you a attending, en ins : and „ 

all, at laſt, * admitted into that 2 in who hg | 

is perfect, and unimbittered plea re flaws's Fong bel. 
ade. 
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